Il8	ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
beor To til   c°l°n*es have been, are, and of right ought to be dependent on
to the	the Imperial Crown of Great Britain and subordinate to the
British Parliament/'1 He was not prepared to surrender
to rebellion, but urged its repression. In this he was sup-
ported by the majority of Englishmen, so that, as the colonial
attitude became more aggressive, that of the English
stiffened. In 1765 there were thirty-five petitions in favour
of conciliation, but ten years later there were only fifteen.2
Consequently the policy of the reactionaries steadily gained
adherents: their opinion was clearly given by Lord Mans-
field, who said that " the British Legislature . . . has
authority to bind every part and every subject without the
least distinction, whether such subjects have the right to
vote, or whether the law binds places within the realm or
without/'3
The cam-   |     For the first three years of the war fighting was spasmodic
s,i    -
indecisive: it took place chiefly In the northern colonies,
round the three towns of Boston, New York and Philadelphia.
It opened in 1775 with the attempt of General Gage to
seize the ammunition the colonists had collected at Lexing-
ton, twenty miles from Boston. This was followed by the
rising of almost all New England, and the attack of the
colonists on Canada: they succeeded in capturing Ticon-
deroga, Crown Point and Montreal, but completely failed
in their main objective — the reduction of Quebec. Mean-
while, North's peace proposals were drafted, submitted to
Congress and rejected.
In the next year the British commander, Howe, evacuated
Boston and moved south to New York with the intention of
moving further south to Philadelphia. This was the year of
the rejection of Burke 's attempt at conciliation and the
publication of the Declaration of Independence, which paved
the way for French intervention. In the year 1777 -®ur~
goyne attempted to invade the colonies from Canada, whilst
Howe, with scant regard for co-operation, was concentrating
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